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hum anit ies, and social sciences. Our hir ing 
p lan takes in to considerat ion our desire to 
educate as m any Berkeley undergraduates as 
possib le around these im portant  issues. At  
the sam e t im e, however, we face another 
challenge: the loss of  sen ior facult y f rom  our 
departm ent . 

I n  recent  years we have exper ienced two re-
t irem ents of  sen ior professors (Barr ie Thorne 
and Evelyn Nakano Glenn), one professor has 
t ransferred to another discip line (Juana 
Maria Rodriguez, in  sum m er 2017), and this 
sum m er Charis Thom pson will leave Berkeley 
and m ove to England. Our departm ent  has 
shrunk in  absolute term s, and has also lost  
the key resource of  top ical expert ise em bod-
ied in  each of  these sen ior scholars. This 
com es at  a t im e of  f inancial st rain  on the 
un iversit y, and we are uncertain  whether we 
will be granted the author izat ion to search 
for new facult y in  the com ing year. While we 
would be grateful to receive pr ivate dona-
t ions for the endowm ent  of  a facult y chair  in  
gender studies, we also feel i t  is incum bent  
upon the un iversit y to dem onst rate com m it -
m ent  to gender equit y by invest ing in  posi-
t ions in  Gender and Wom en?s Studies.
Fortunately, our wider com m unity of  m ore 
than one hundred af f i liated fem in ist  scholars 
across the cam pus rem ains st rong. I n  Janu-
ary we hosted a gather ing of  facult y af f i liates 
where we shared news with one another 
about  research projects and publicat ions, and 
discussed our Designated Em phasis program  
for graduate students in  Gender, Wom en, and 
Sexuali t y. 

                              (cont . on page 12)

I  can?t  im agine a com m unity I  would 
rather be part  of  in  these tum ultuous t im es 
than that  of  the Departm ent  of  Gender and 
Wom en?s Studies here at  Berkeley. Every day 
m y colleagues and I  br ing the cr i t ical 
insights of  hundreds of  fem in ist  scholars and 
act ivists to our classroom s, and every day we 
hear f rom  hundreds of  fem in ist  students who 
teach us new lessons about  how to think with 
and through gender. This m utual teaching 
and learn ing, this exchange, and the research 
we are all engaged in , im agines and enacts 
spaces def ined not  by the poli t ics of  
oppression, but  by the possib i li t ies of  
in tellectual and act ivist  com m itm ent  to 
social just ice.

My term  as departm ent  chair  began this 
past  sum m er, when Professor Charis 
Thom pson stepped down af ter f ive years of  
excellent  leadership. Through her 
in ternat ionally- recognized scholarship and 
through her advocacy for our departm ent  to 
un iversit y adm in ist rators, Charis represented 
GWS?s com m itm ent  to clear-eyed analysis of  
st ructural and cultural factors producing 
in tersect ional inequali t y in  society. The 
departm ent  is deeply indebted to her for her 
dedicat ion and ski llf ul m anagem ent !

We at  GWS are looking ahead, envision ing 
new direct ions for our departm ent . We have 
requested author izat ion to search for new 
facult y, and have ident if ied several 
im portant  areas of  facult y expert ise we 
would like to augm ent  or add to that  already 
represented in  our departm ent?s port folio: 
cr i t ical race theory and Am erican poli t ics; 
LGBT studies, w ith expert ise in  t rans* studies; 
and sexuali t y studies, part icular ly focused on 
sexual and gender-based violence. These are 
areas where new scholarship is r ich and 
excit ing, and where the social urgency is 
clear and com pelling. Many of  our students 
have asked for m ore courses on these issues, 
and we would like to be able to of fer classes 
and m entorship on these areas of  
scholarship to both undergraduates and 
graduate students.

New hires will be part icular ly im portant  to 
us as we conf ront  two challenges. The f irst  is 
the challenge of  an increasing need for 
classes on gender at  UC Berkeley. Current  
events reveal the cont inued salience of  
inequali t y based on in tersect ional factors of  
gender, race, ab i li t y, nat ionali t y, sexuali t y, 
class, and religion. I n  our classes we ask 
students to exam ine the processes of  power 
as they are ref racted through gender, 
in tersect ionally, using the tools of  the art s, 

CHA IR'S M ESSA GE

      -   Laura C. Nelson
Associate Professor and Chair
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Dickinson, Chaz Bono, Sarah Silverm an, 
Kate Kendell and Wanda Sykes to nam e a 
few. Other notable celebr it ies she has 
in terviewed include Julianne Moore, Ellen 
Page, Melissa Ether idge, Li ly Tom lin  and 
Golden State Warr iors President  Rick Welts, 
the f irst  openly gay execut ive in  a sport  
organizat ion. Her open and approachable 
personali t y m ake a discussion with her like 
having a conversat ion with an old f r iend.

M ichel le M eow, host  of  the ?Michelle 
Meow Show? on both radio and TV, is a 
leading voice in  the San Francisco Bay 
Area for the LGBTQ com m unity. She 
at tended San Francisco State Universit y 
and received a B.A in  Broadcast  Journalism  
and short ly af ter, started her career in  
radio. Over the past  few years, her success 
in  radio has af forded Michelle the 
opportun it y to expand her m essage of  
inclusion through her television show on 
KOFY TV 20/  Cable 713.

Michelle has recent ly been elected to the 
posit ion of  President  of  the San Francisco 
Pr ide Board. She has also been a co-host  of  
the San Francisco Pr ide Parade since 2006, 
which is Em m y nom inated and Webby 
Award winn ing.

Michelle has an inquisit ive passion and 
disarm ing sense of  hum or. This 
com binat ion is i llust rated in  her 
entertain ing yet  knowledgeable approach 
to her show.

Throughout  her radio and television 
career Michelle has in terviewed several 
notable poli t ical f igures, com m unity 
act ivists and m edia personali t ies. Margaret  
Cho, Sarah Palin , Gavin  Newsom , Jan ice 

2018 Commencement Speak er 

M onday, M ay 14th, 2018 (4PM )
Pauley Bal l room 

M ichel le M eow  
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Recent  publicat ions:

(1) ?Murderous Condit ions 
and LQT POC 
Decolon ial-Ant i-Capitalist  
Life I m agin ings in  France,? 
the featured art icle of  double 
special issue on ?Postcolon ial 
Queers in  Europe,?Lambda 
Nordica, October 2017

(2) ?On the Need to Claim  
(Physical) QTBI POC Spaces,? 
with Fat im a El-Tayeb, Jin  
Haritaworn, Ji llian  Hernandez, 
SA Sm ythe, Vanessa 
Thom pson, Tif fany 
Wilborough-Herard, journal 
art icle in  Contemporary, 
October 2017

(3)?Queer People of  Color and 
Urban Space in  France, 
Germ any and The 
Nether lands,?  book chapter 
with Fat im a El Tayeb and Jin  
Haritaworn, in  Decolonize the 
City, co-edited by Noa Ha, 
Veron ika Zablotsky and 
Mahdis Azarm andi, Ber lin , 
Germ any, Unrast , 2017

(4) ?QTPOC Crit iques of  
?Post -Raciali t y,? 
Segregat ionali t y, Colon iali t y 
and Capitalism  in  France,? 
book chapter in  Decolonizing 
Sexuality, co-edited by 
Sandeep Bakshi, Suhraiya 
Jivraj and Silvia Posocco, 
London, Counterpress. 
October 2016

Professor Bacchet ta 
received a book cont ract  w ith 
Rout ledge for her 
forthcom ing co-edited book 

collect ion Pioneers in  LGBT 
History, for  in ternat ional 
dist r ibut ion. I t  opened in  San 
Francisco on Novem ber 3, 
2017, at  GLBT Histor ical 
Society.

Panels:

(1) talk by Alicia Garza, 
Co-Founder of  Black Lives 
Mat ter, UC Berkeley, October 
5, 2017

(2) f i lm  Asmarina byAlan 
Maglio and Mehdin  Paolos, 
w ith Medhin  Paolos present , 
Museum  of  Af r ican Diaspora, 
San Francisco, October 25, 
2017

(3) presentat ion on 
undocum entat ion by Alberto 
Ledesm a, UC Berkeley, 
October 12.

with Sunaina Maira,Global 
Racialities:Empire, 
Postcoloniality, and 
Decoloniality, w ith a Forward 
by Howard Winant .

Keynotes:

(1) ?Décolonali té, 
Ant i-Racism e et  
Ant i-Capitalism e: Theories et  
Prat iques de Fém in istes 
I ndigènes et  Racisées de 
Turt le I sland,? I n ternat ional 
Conference on 20th and 21st  
Century Act ivism  and 
Art ivism s in  the Am ericas, 
Université de Rouen, France, 
Septem ber 23-24, 2017

(2) ?Ségrégat ionali té et  
espaces lesbiennes-  
t rans-queer racisé.e.s en 
France,? Fourth Bienn ial 
Geographical Conference, 
organized by l'UMR ENEC, 
Espace, Nature et  Cultures 
(CNRS), in  collaborat ion with 
l' I nst i tut  du Genre, Sorbonne 
Universités (Com ue), la 
Maison de la Recherche de 
l'Un iversité Par is-Sorbonne, 
l'Ecole doctorale de 
géographie de Par is (Par is 1, 
Par is 4 et  Par is 7) et  l' I nst i tut  
de géographie de Par is, in  
Par is, France, June 1, 2017. 

Guest  Lectures: 

?Colon ialism , Decolon iali t y 
and LGBTI Q+ Alliances,?at  the 
un iversit y in  I stanbul, Turkey, 
June 21, 2017.

Professor Bacchet ta is 
featured in  the f i lm ?From  
Traum a to Act ivism ? (2017) by 
Steven Dansky, for  the 

Facul ty New s

Paola Bacchet t a
Prof essor 
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" What  acts, m ovem ents, 
gestures com prise an 
em bodied archive of  
poli t ical agitat ion? What  
are the form s and m odes of  
em bodim ent  that  can be 
counted? What  m ight  i t  
m ean to focus on the 
em bodim ent  of  agitat ion 
as a form  of  living presence (and without  
pr ior i t izing m oral judgm ent  as to i t s 
provenance or in tent ion), rather than on 
the st rategies used to ki ll i t ?

-  An excerpt  of  a f ort hcom ing art i cle 
(20 18) ent i t led  " Agi t at i on,"  f or t he South 
Atlantic Quarterly special  i ssue on 
" Wi ldness" , coed i t ed by Jack  Halberst am 
and Tavia Nyong'o

-  Mel Y. Chen

As Director of  the Center for the Study of  
Sexual Culture, Professor Chen is p lann ing a 
spr ing sexuali t y studies conference, "Ev' ry 
Body, This Tim e", Apr i l 12-14, 2018 
(cssc.berkeley.edu)

Keynot es, Lect ures, and Panels 

Opening keynote speaker for the 2017 Queer 
Places, Pract ices, and Lives Sym posium  at  The 
Ohio State Universit y. The address was ent it led 
?Old Tim es, New Tim es?

?I nhum anism s, Safet ies, Cont ingencies.? 
Stalled!  Architecture Sym posium , Universit y 
of  Michigan, Ann Arbor. February 8, 2018 

Appeared on a p lenary panel ent i t led 
?Recolon izing the Academ y in  the Age of  
Trum p? at  the Am erican Academ y of  Religion. 
Novem ber 19, 2017

Part icipated in  a roundtable discussion, 
"Dissent ing Sciences: Object ivit y, Fem in ist /  
Trans Science Studies, and the Mult iethn ic 
Resistance" at  the Am erican Studies 
Associat ion annual m eet ing in  Novem ber 2017. 

Wri t i ng, Research , and Ot her Act i vi t i es 

Co-edit ing an anthology, Crip Genealogies

Part icipated in  two public conversat ions with 
art ist s:

AK Burns, hosted by the SF Arts Com m ission 
and Kadist  (Novem ber 21, 2017)

Anicka Yi, hosted by the Arts Research Center 
(January 25, 2018)

M el  Y. Chen
Associat e Prof essor

PUBLICATION 
EXCERPT
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Professor Moallem  com pleted her new 
book m anuscr ipt  ent i t led Persian 
Carpets: Nation as a Transnational 
Commodity, for thcom ing f rom  
Rout ledge in  July 2018.The book t racks 
the Persian carpet  as an exot ic and 
m ythological ob ject , as a com m odity, 
and as an im age f rom  
m id-n ineteenth-century England to 
contem porary I ran and the I ran ian 
diaspora. Following the journey of  this 
single object , the book br ings issues of  
labor in to conversat ion with the 
poli t ics of  aesthet ics. I t  focuses on the 
carpet  as a com m odity which crosses 
the boundaries of  pr ivate and public, 
religious and secular, culture and 
econom y, m odern and t radit ional, 
hom e and diaspora, and art  and 
com m odity to tell t he story of  
t ransnat ional in terconnect ivit y. 
Br inging t ransnat ional fem in ist  
cultural studies, ethnography, and 
network studies within  the sam e 
f ram e of  reference, this book sheds 
light  on Orientalia as civi lizat ional 
ob jects that  em erged as com m odit ies 
in  the encounter between the West  
and the m any direct ly or indirect ly 
colon ized Middle Eastern and West  
Asian cultures, focusing on the 
specif ic exam ple of  Persian carpets as 
som e of  the m ost  extensively valued 
and t raded objects since colon ial 
m odern it y.Professor Moallem  also 
published an essay ent it led 
?Reorient ing the gaze? for the 
Exhib it ion Catalog, For-Site 
Foundat ion, February 2018. She was 
on a panel ent it led ?Above the Rug: 
Approaching the Rug as a Crit ical 
Form ? organized by for-site 
Foundat ion, Fort  Mason, San 
Francisco, Feb 2018. She also 
presented a paper ent it led ?The 
Enigm a of  Muslim  wom an? at  MASP 
Sem inár ios -  Histór ias das m ulheres, 
histór ias fem in istas, at  Museu de Arte 
de São Paulo in  Brazi l in  February 
2018. She part icipated in  a Rethinking 
Transnat ional Fem in ism s Sym posium  
at  UC I rvine in  Novem ber 2017. She is 
also the organizer and m oderator of  
the GWS lecture ser ies on ?Fem in ist  
Studies and Decolon ial Epistem ologies 
in  Spr ing 2018.

M inoo M oal lem
Prof essor

The Unint ended 
Consequences of  Equal i t y 
wi t h i n  Di f f erence

The Brown Journal  of  
World  Af f ai rs, 
FALL/ WI NTER 20 15 o 
VOLUM E XXI I , I SSUE I

I n  this art icle, I  argue that  
the discourse of  equali t y 
within  dif ference that  has 

been put  in to pract ice vis-a-vis gender in  
the I slam ic Republic has created 
un in tended consequences. The product ive 
tension between m odern discourses of  
gender equali t y and the I slam ic discourse 
of  gender dif ference has opened up space 
for new form s of  negot iat ions, i f  not  
pract ices, w ithin  the const rain ts of  the 
gender-norm at ive apparatus of  the I slam ic 
Republic. I ran ian wom en have taken and 
used power allocated through both the 
norm at ive f ram ework and the const itut ion 
of  the I slam ic Republic to negot iate their  
own situat ions. This tension and 
cont radict ion between the discourses of  
equali t y and dif ference st retch both the 
m odern discourse of  equali t y and the 
I slam ic discourse of  dif ference to their  
lim it s. The un in tended consequences and 
cont ra­dict ions of  this tension have created 
a cr isis for norm at ive and narrow 
def in it ions of  fem in in it y and m asculin it y in  
the I slam ic Republic, while also m aking 
space for the discussion of  dif ference in  
m odern discourses of  equali t y.

-  Minoo Moallem

PUBLIC
ATION 

EXCERPT
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Professor Salzinger cont inued her 
ongoing explorat ion of  the links 
between gender and capitalism  in  
var ious m odalit ies in  2017. She 
published an essay, coauthored with 
Teresa Gowan, on how to use 
ethnographic m ethods to study 
poli t ical econom ic st ructures ent it led 
?Macro Analysis: Power in  the Field? ( in  
Approaches to Ethnography, coedited by 
Colin  Jerolm ack and Sham us Kahn, 
Oxford Universit y Press). She 
part icipated in  a sym posium  on 
Kim berly Hoang?s Dealing in Desire with 
an essay ent it led ?Theorizing the Links 
between 'Dealing'  and 'Desire'? which 
was published in  the Socio-Economic 
Review.

She gave an invited lecture at  UCLA 
on her research in  global currency 
m arkets ent it led ?Arb it raging I dent it y: 
The Nat ional Terrain  of  Transnat ional 
Prof i t  in  Mexico Cit y?s Foreign 
Exchange Markets.? On cam pus, she 
cont inued developing a set  of  courses 
invest igat ing the relat ionships between 
gender and capitalism , increasingly 
focusing on ongoing and growing 
challenges to social reproduct ion. This 
explorat ion is em bodied m ost  explicit ly 
in  a course newly cross- listed with 
Poli t ical Econom y on Gender and 
Capitalism , which can now fulf i ll t he 
cam pus breadth requirem ent  in  the 
Social Sciences. All t his work is 
in tended to deepen cam pus 
conversat ions and student  
understanding of  the links across 
st ructures and subject i f y ing processes 
too f requent ly understood in  isolat ion 
and to expand the vocabular ies 
availab le to all of  us in  contending with 
the cr ises of  social reproduct ion evident  
across the globe on m ult ip le scales.

Lesl i e Salzi nger
Associat e Prof essor

"Neoliberalism  is a long m om ent  of  
capitalist  in tensif icat ion that  takes dist inct  
form s across space and t im e. Mexico has 
been one of  i t s pr im e targets. We can see the 
f irst  glim m erings of  capital?s 
globalized at tack on 
organized labor on the 
count ry?s northern border as 
ear ly as the 1960s. Three 
decades later, US- t rained 
Mexican econom ists are again  
?ear ly adopters? in  the global 
south as they open and synch 
the count ry?s f inancial 
architecture with m arkets 
around the globe, earn ing the m oniker 
?em erging m arket? through their  dependable 
perform ance of  allegiance to investors over 
cit izens. These st rategic power grabs have 
dist inct  protagonists, and focusing on their  
gendered m icrodynam ics and discursive 
logics is one way to elucidate how they 
actually work in  pract ice. The m irage of  the 
precont rolled fem in ine worker st ructures 
global assem bly lines, the f igure of  the 
invincib le, unat tached m asculine r isk- taker 
fuels the m arkets in  which Mexico i t self  is 
bought  and sold. Recognizing these processes 
i llum inates the way capitalism ?s quot idian 
operat ions m ove through gendered selves 
and m eanings and helps to clar i f y the 
dist inct ive consequences of  neoliberalism ?s 
shif t ing st rategies for gendered, classed, and 
raced selves on the ground."

-  Excerpt  f rom ?Re- M ark ing M en: 
M ascul i n i t y as a Terrain  of  t he Neol i beral  
Economy.?Critical Historical Studies3:1 (M arch  
20 16): 1- 25

-  Leslie Salzinger

PUBLICATION 
EXCERPT
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peer-selected process, she was invited to join  The 
Academy of  M ot i on Pi ct ure Art s and Science 
(Class of  2016) where she now cont r ibutes as a 
regular, act ive Oscar awards vot ing m em ber.

Lectures, Workshops, and Master Classes
For the annual  meet i ng of  t he Ameri can 
Comparat i ve Li t erat ure Associat i on, Professor 
Tr inh gave the keynote at  the histor ical Sain t  
Mart in?s Cathedral or the Dom kerk (July 2017).

She also gave the keynote for  t he Symposium on 
Heri t age and Borders organized by Crit ical 
Her itage Studies at  St ock holm  Universit y, in  
collaborat ion with the Royal Swedish Academ y of  
Let ters, History and Ant iquit ies (Septem ber 2017).

She will be giving another keynote for  t he 
Conf erence on ?Translat i ng The Unbearab le? at  
UC I rvi ne (March 1, 2017).

She was invited to give a lecture for the Ber lin  
chapter of  the research, exhibition and discursive 
project "That  Around Which The Universe Revolves: 
On the Rhythm s of  Mem ory, Tim es, Bodies and 
Urban Space? at  SAVVY Cont emporary i n  
Berl i n (Decem ber 3, 2017). She gave another lecture 
and a workshop for the Ser ies "Decolon izing Arts. 
Aesthet ic Pract ices of  Learn ing and Unlearn ing", at  
Universi t y of  t he Art s Berl i n (Dec 4, 2017)

Earlier  dur ing the year, she held a sem inar with the 
Fem in ist  Media Studio facult y and students at  
Concordia Universit y in  M ont real , 
Canada(February 2017).

I n  Vienna, Aust r i a, Professor Tr inh has also given a 
public lecture at  the Universit y of  Music and 
Perform ing Arts; a m asterclass at  the Fi lm  
Academ y; a two-voices book reading-perform ance 
at  the Fachbib liothek Germ anist ik, Universität  Wien 
with the publicat ion of  the Germ an t ranslat ion of  
her bookElsewhere Within Here(Wien: Tur ia &  Kant  
2017), followed by a live m usic perform ance of  the 
com poser Klaus Kar lbauer based on the text  
excerpted f rom  Tr inh?s book (March 2017).

I n  Seoul , Korea, she gave a keynote for the 
in ternat ional conference on Art  in  Asia af ter 1989 
at  the Museum  of  Modern and Contem porary Art  in  
Seoul organized with the Tate Research Cent re: Asia 
(Apr i l 2017)

Recent  publicat ions:
1) Professor Tr inh T. Minh-ha?s new book Lovecidal. 
Walking with The Disappeared was published by 
Fordham  Universit y Press in  Fall 2016.it  invest igates 
a wide range of  sustained, underground form s of  
resistance capable of  changing today?s landscape of  
act ivism , with a focus on art , technology and 
poli t ics.

2) The Japanese edit ion of  Framer Framed,a previous 
book of  hers on cinem a, was t ranslated by Prof . 
Fukuko Kobayashi f rom  Waseda Universit y and was 
released by Tokyo, Suiseisha Publishers in  2017.

3) The Germ an t ranslat ion of  her previous book 
Elsewhere Within Here. Immigration, Refugeeism and The 
Boundary Event was published by Tur ia &  Kant  
publishers in  Vienna and Berlin  in  Apr i l 2017.

4) ?Grandm a?s Story,? a chapter of  her book Woman, 
Native, Other, was t ranslated in  French and published 
in  the Journal Qalqalah (Par is, France) No. 3 2/ 4, 2017, 
50-162.

5) An art icle t i t led ?The I m age, The Blank Page, and 
the Void? was published in  Japanese in  Gendaishi 
Techo, Journal of Contemporary Poetry in  Tokyo in  
Spr ing 2017.

Creat ive work:
Her latest  f i lm ,Forgetting Vietnam(90 m in. digital f i lm , 
2015; 2016), which was m ade in  com m em orat ion of  
the 40th ann iversary of  the end of  the war and of  i t s 
survivors, has shown at  a dozen of  in ternat ional f i lm  
fest ivals around the world, as well as at  other f i lm , 
art  and cultural venues,.
More recent ly, the f i lm  got  i t s sold-out  London 
Prem iere at  Tat e M odern i n  London, UK (Dec 1, 
2017) and at  the Arsenal Theater in  Ber lin , Germ any 
(Dec 5, 2017), and will show at  Art  Basel in  Hong 
Kong (March 2018) as well as at  the Takabalera in  
San Sebast ian, Spain  (March 2018).

Fi lm  Ret rospect ives:
Professor Tr inh?s f i lm s have been honored in  f i f t y 
f ive (55) ret rospect ives around the world, the m ost  
recent  being the ones organized by:
1) the I CA (I nst i tue o Contem orary Art ) in  Decem ber 
(Dec 2-8, 2017) in  London, UK. Dur ing her visit  at  the 
I CA, Prof . Tr inh gave a public lecture, and engaged 
in  several post -screening public conversat ions , and 
a one-day sym posium (Dec 3, 2017).
2) the Collège d?études m ondiales of  the FMSH 
(Fondat ion Maison des Sciences de l? Hom m e) in  
March 2017 in  Pari s, France. Dur ing her one-m onth 
stay as guest  and researcher at  the FMSH, She 
delivered a public lecture at  the Fondat ion 
Gulbenkian on I n ternat ional Wom en?s Day, and 
gave a m aster class as well as several f i lm  
presentat ions related to the ret rospect ive.
3)the forthcom ing Punto de Vista Fi lm  Fest ival in  
Pamplona, Spain (March 2018).

Mem ber of  the Fi lm  Academ y
I n recognit ion for her f i lm s and through a 

Trinh  M inh- ha
Prof essor
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2017-2018 K EYNOTE EVENT

Black Lives Matter Co- founder Alicia Garza

GWS hosted Alicia Garza in October for a powerful talk and discussion on Black Lives Matter 
and women's leadership in social movements. Ms. Garza spoke about the legacy of the 
Combahee River Collective Statement and the work that remains to be done. Her talk was 
followed by a panel discussion with Professors Paola Bacchetta, Leigh Raiford, and Russell 
Robinson. Moderated by Minoo Moallem. 

The lecture can be viewed online: https:/ / youtu.be/ ZDCxFABGkPw

This academ ic year has been excit ing. Highlights include 
speaking at  the Nobel Conference at  Gustavus Adolphus in  
October 
ht tps:/ / gustavus.edu/ events/ nobelconference/ 2017/ , and 
receiving an Honorary Doctorate, "Doctor honor is causa," at  
a fantast ic cerem ony 
ht tps:/ / www.ntnu.edu/ phd/ doctoral-awards-cerem ony at  
the Nat ional Science and Technology Universit y of  Norway. 

I  spent  a fascinat ing weekend at  the inaugural Social 
Science Foo at  the Facebook headquarters explor ing 
in terdiscip linary and cut t ing edge research direct ions for the 
social sciences; I  also wrote op eds and published new work 
ht tps:/ / berkeley.academ ia.edu/ CharisThom pson. 

I  w ill be speaking at  the Berkeley 150 years celebrat ion in  
San Francisco in  Apr i l ht tps:/ / discovercal.berkeley.edu/ on 
m y new work on em ot ions in  the age of  technology eli t es, 
inequali t y, and populism , as well as being the Dist inguished 
Speaker in  the Capps Forum  on Ethics and Public Policy at  
UC Santa Barbara in  March. I  have taught  the classes "Gender 
and Science," "New Direct ions in  Science and Technology 
Studies," and "Bodies and Boundaries," w ith character ist ically 
wonderful Berkeley students.

Chari s Thompson
Chancel lor 's Prof essor
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pursuing a second m ajor in  
the Am erican Studies 
departm ent  with a focus on 
gender and act ive 
t ransportat ion inequit ies, in  
addit ion to a m inor in  Cit y 
and Regional Plann ing. On 
February 2nd, Ms. Von Klan 
shared her f indings with 
act ivist s.

thesis, Cycling in  Gendered 
Space: Safety and St reet  
Harassm ent  in  Public, she 
addresses social and cultural 
barr iers facing b icyclist s in  
the San Francisco Bay Area 
by surveying seventy-six 
cyclist s. She t racked the 
f requency of  st reet  
harassm ent  exper ienced by 
users, w ith at tent ion to 
wom en, t rans*, and 
fem m e- ident if y ing r iders. Ms. 
Von Klan observed that  this 
populat ion is f requent ly 
subjected to ram pant  sexual 
harassm ent  and physical 
assault . She further analyzed 
how wom en, t rans*, and 
fem m e- r iders negot iate 
safety and public space in  an 
of ten-host i le urban 
environm ent .

As a result  of  her 
exper ience, she is now 

The San Francisco Bike Coalition 
recently published a profile of Ms. Von 
Klan's research to their website   She 
plans to intern with Women Bike SF this 
summer to help create an inclusive bike 
community for all.

Header

Senior Alexandra von Klan 
(?18) dedicated her Gender 
and Wom en?s Studies 
undergraduate research to 
the cycling gender gap and 
st reet  harassm ent . I n  her 

 Undergraduate  Spotl ights 
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UROC Events/ Workshops

1. Dem yst if y ing the Research Process: 
Decolon izing Methods in  Hum anit ies 
Research

Research/ Funding Opportun it ies

1. ASUC Academ ic Opportun it y Fund
2. Rachel Tanur Mem orial Pr ize
3. Student  Mentor ing and Research Team s 

(SMART) Program
4. Haas Scholars Program
5. Sum m er Undergraduate Research 

Fellowships (SURF)

Com m unity Events/ Resources

1. Reproduct ive Just ice in  the Pr ison 
System

2. Crim inal Queers
3. The Color of  Kink: Black Wom en, BDSM, 

and Pornography
4. Lat ino Mass Mobilizat ion: I m m igrat ion, 

Racializat ion, and Act ivism
5. Art  for  Abort ion Access
6. Drop- I n  Circles for Undocum ented 

Students
7. Cost  of  At tendance Adjustm ent  Request  

Form
8. Drop- I n  Counseling

GWS M ajor I st i f aa Ahmed i s Co- Di rect or of  t he Unrepresent ed Researchers of  Color 
(UROC) organi zat i on at  UC Berk eley. 



Le régime du corps(? 
c.1285), Sloane 2435, 

British Library.

Receiving an Am erican 
Postdoctoral Fellow with the 
generous aid of  the Am erican 
Associat ion of  Universit y 
Wom en and GWS has t ruly 
been a boon to m y 
product ivit y. I  am  so grateful 
to the AAUW and GWS, 
part icular ly since the support  
has enabled m e to spend the 
Fall sem ester working on two 
m anuscr ipts.

The f irst , now f inalized, is 
Vows and Violence in Early 
Modern Chivalric Romance, 
which builds f rom  m y 
dissertat ion on broken 
m ili t ary and m arital prom ises 
in  French, I talian, and 
Spanish Epic poet ry. The 
second,The Cure Gone Awry: 
Gender, Dis/ ability, and the 
Ailing Empire, is m y 
postdoctoral project  on 
m edicinal m etaphors and 
li t erary descr ipt ions of  
corporeal and poli t ical 
in f irm it y in  Medieval and 
Early Modern texts. Taking 
prescr ipt ions like b loodlet t ing 
I  exam ine the connect ion 
between discussions of  
health, m edicine, and cures, 
and concerns about  the 
'health? of  the nat ion. I  
presented on both of  these 
topics, and presented 
addit ional research on 
wife-m urder in  Ear ly Modern 

few forthcom ing t ranslat ions 
of  sem inal wom en writers: 
f rom  Catalan, poem s by 
Mercè Rodoreda; f rom  I talian, 
essays by Dacia Marain i; f rom  
Portuguese, the diary and 

short  stor ies of  
Florbela Espanca; 
f rom  Spanish, 
poem s by Cecilia 
Meireles; and f rom  
Yiddish, poem s by 
Malka 
Heifetz-Tussm an. I  
also f inalized a 
com plete 
t ranslat ion of  
Véron ique Tadjo?s 
haunt ing À 

mi-chemin, a collect ion of  
poem s writ ten in  French that  
I  had been working on for 
som e t im e. Finally, I ?m  t ry ing 
to learn Swahili?a gorgeous 
and fascinat ing language!

Spanish dram a; on gender 
and the natural wor ld in  
Pet rarch?s Rerum vulgarium 
fragmenta; and on race, 
religious am biguit y, and 
heterodoxy in  Tasso?s 
Gerusalemme 
liberata.

I  have been 
able to 
com plete four 
art icles, 
which are all 
for thcom ing. 
They 
invest igate 
art , 
em bodim ent , 
and violence, 
despite each t reat ing 
dif ferent  per iods and li t erary 
t radit ions. They are: ??al 
peggior m 'appiglio??: The 
Poet ics of  Seizure in  
Pet rarch's Let ter to 
Cabassoles and ?I ' vo 
pensando??; ?Decept ive Art , 
Bad Educat ion, and the Let ter 
to Michet t i : Classical 
I n tertexts and Art ist ic Failure 
in  D?Annunzio?sI l Piacere?; ?El 
si lencio y la violencia de 
género enEl médico de su 
honrayAmor de don Perlimplín 
con Belisa en su jardín?; and, 
?Vanit y of  Vanit ies: the 
Bildungsrom an, Corporal 
Fragili t y, and the Aesthet ic 
I deal in  Lucas Malet?sThe Far 
Horizon.? I  am  part icular ly 
excited about  this last  art icle, 
as the groundbreaking work 
of  the Victor ian radical and 
fem ale aesthete Lucas Malet  
has categor ically been 
over looked by contem porary 
readers.

On the linguist ic f ront , I ?ve 
also been able to dedicate a 
b it  of  t im e to t ranslat ion and 
creat ive work. I ?ve had a 
handful of  poem s accepted 
for publicat ion in  var ious 
li t erary journals, and I  have a 

"The Cure Gone Awry: 
Gender, Dis/ ability, and 
the Ailing Empire", is my 
postdoctoral project on 
medicinal metaphors and 
literary descriptions of 
corporeal and political 
infirmity in Medieval and 
Early Modern texts."

Post-Doc Spotl ight 

Alani  Hi ck s- Bart let t
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Our departm ent  has also cont r ibuted to the Univer-
sit y com m unity by invit ing several excit ing speakers, 
start ing in  October with #BlackLivesMat ter co-
founder Alicia Garza. Unsurpr isingly, this event  f i lled 
Chevron Auditor ium  to capacit y, and gave everyone 
there an in fusion of  inspirat ion at  a part icular ly 
st ressful m om ent  on our cam pus, when we were an-
t icipat ing a week of  alt - r ight  occupat ion of  Sproul 
Plaza. This sem ester we are host ing a ser ies of  six in -
vited talks under the t it le ?Fem in ist  Studies and De-
colon ial Epistem ologies,? br inging outside experts on 
topics ranging f rom  Palest in ian schoolgir ls? re-
sponses to I sraeli  policing pract ices, to the visual cul-
ture of  m ass incarcerat ion. We also host  and co-host  
m any other events which are listed on our website.
As for m y own work, I  cont inue to wear a second ad-
m in ist rat ive hat  on cam pus as Chair  of  the Center for 
Korean Studies. My research projects include ongoing 
work on breast  cancer in  South Korea, and on the li f e 
stor ies of  elders in  South Korea who did not  m arry or 
have children. I  also part icipate in  a facult y working 
group on Gender and the Transpacif ic World, spon-
sored by Berkeley?s I nst i tute for I n ternat ional Stud-
ies, and alongside m y working group colleagues we 
are organizing an in terdiscip linary conference to dis-
cuss new direct ions on this area, with a part icular 
em phasis on perform ance studies. I  also co-
organized a workshop recent ly held at  UC I rvine, en-
t i t led ?Korean Ethnography Now,? providing in-depth 
cr i t ical feedback to advanced graduate students con-
duct ing ethnographic research in to contem porary 
t rends in  South Korea and the Korean diaspora.

I n  closing, I  want  to express m y grat i tude to the 
students of  GWS, who br ing their  f ierce in tellects and 
energy to our classes, and who m ake m e conf ident  
that  the future is in  good hands ? at  least  the part  of  
the future they will be taking on. I  am  also grateful to 
our alum ni, and to our wider com m unity of  support -
ers. The departm ent  would not  funct ion without  our 
am azing staf f  (Althea Grannum -Cum m ings, Gillian 
Edgelow, Per la Pinedo, and Toni Whit t le-Ciprazo). We 
have also had an am azing set  of  lecturers join  us this 
year, br inging som e f resh views to our curr iculum . 
And I  am  grateful to m y colleagues, whose excit ing 
work you can read about  in  this newslet ter.

-  Laura C. Nelson, Chair

Chair's Message (continued from page two)
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SUM M ER 2018
Summer Sessions courses are open to all! You 
do not need to be a current UC Berkeley 
student. Sign  up here: summer.berkeley.edu

 

GWS 10 | Session C | TTH 10-12 PM | CCN:14122

Barbara Barnes, GWS Lecturer 

I n t roduct ion to quest ions and concepts in  gender and 
wom en's studies. Cr it ical study of  the form at ion of  
gender and it s in tersect ions with other relat ions of  
power, such as sexuali t y, racializat ion, class, religion, and 
age. Quest ions will be addressed within  the context  of  a 
t ransnat ional wor ld. 

GWS 111.2 | Session D | TWTH 1-3:30 PM

Hum a Dar, GWS Lecturer 

You will be encouraged to think cr i t ically and ef fect ively 
using fem in ist  analyt ics about  the role of  cinem a in  
const ruct ing ethnoracialized representat ions of  genders, 
sexuali t ies, religions, and classes/ castes, and analyze the 
poli t ical, histor ical, social, and legal im plicat ions of  such 
contextualized im ages. We will explore the cinem at ic 
representat ions of  the com plex in tersect ions and 
co- form at ions of  race and ethn icit y, gender and 
sexuali t y, religion and nat ionali t y, class and caste, as 
they m esh to const ruct  our knowledge of  I ndia, the 
nat ion with the largest  f i lm  indust ry in  the world. This 
"largest  dem ocracy of  the world" prem ieres, on an 
average day, two-and-a-half  feature f i lm s, and 
approxim ately f i f t een m illion people go to watch these in  
m ore than thir teen thousand theaters every day. These 
knowledges ref lect  and shape it s audience, and in  
ongoing ser ials are shaped by us as we contest , resist , 
cr i t ique, and create counter im ages and new knowledges 
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GWS 100AC | Session A | TWTH 1-3:30 PM

Kirsten Vaca, GWS Lecturer 

This course br ings together theoret ical work on sex and 
gender f rom  gender and wom en's studies, science 
studies, phi losophy and the social sciences, with 
archaeological case studies f rom  the foref ront  of  
contem porary scholarship. This  course em phasizes the 
exper ience of  people with dif ferent  cultures of  
sex/ gender in  the US, t racing specif ic histor ical t radit ions 
and exam in ing how dif ferent  concept ions of  sex and 
gender were m ediated when people of  dif ferent  racial, 
ethn ic, and cultural backgrounds cam e together in  the US 
past . I t  draws on studies of  docum entary history and of  
the m ater ial histor ies explored by archaeologists to 
exam ine how som e histor ies  com e to be taken as 
norm at ive through their  representat ion in  texts, while 
others m ay be teased out  of  other m ater ial registers. 

GWSR1B | Session A| TWTH 9:30 -  11AM | CCN:13544

Rosalind Diaz, GWS Lecturer 

I n  this course we will collect ively re- think what  we think 
we know about  eat ing bodies. We will bui ld and share 
nuanced analyses of  the m any m eanings of  food, 
pract ice of  eat ing, and bodies who eat , as well as bodies 
who eat  other bodies. To guide our explorat ion, we will 
consider f ram eworks f rom  fem in ist  fat  studies, 
postcolon ial studies, cr i t ical race studies, disabili t ies 
studies, and queer-of -color cr i t ique. We will ask: who gets 
to eat  and what  do they eat? What  counts as "eat ing"? 
When is eat ing understood to be norm al, healthy, and 
wholesom e, and when is i t  represented as excessive, 
addict ive, im m oral, disrupt ive, horr i f y ing, and/ or 
pathological? Whose bodies supply food and sustenance 
for other bodies? Whose bodies are categor ized as 
parasit ic, vam pir ic, cannibalist ic, or  otherwise unruly 
eaters? We will seek out  texts and pract ice in terpret ive 
st rategies that  help us dig in to the st range, com plex, and 
m ult idim ensional m eanings of  eat ing Bodies. 
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Navreet  Nahal
PhD Candidate in  Medical Anthropology
Universit y of  Toronto
The (in)fertile Valley: alternative medicine, 
biotechnology, and life in Silicon Valley
Facult y sponsor: Charis Thom pson
Appoin tm ent  dates: Septem ber 2017 to 
August  2018

M yriam Pari s
PhD Candidate in  Poli t ical Science,Universit y 
of  Par is 1 Panthéon-Sorbonne
Gender, Slavery and Post/ Colonialism in the 
Making of a Political Subject: Reunionese 
Feminists
Facult y Sponsor: Paola Bacchet ta
Appoin tm ent  dates: August  15 to Decem ber 
15, 2017

M ai t e Arrai za Zabalegi
PhD Student , Departm ent  of  Logic and 
Philosophy of  Science, 
Universidad del País 
Vasco/ Euskal Herr iko 
Unibertsitatea (UPV/ EHU)
Sex-Gender Relationship and 
the Materiality of Sex of 
Technobodies
Facult y Sponsor: Juana 
Maria Rodriguez
Appoin tm ent  dates: July 1 
to Decem ber 31, 2017

Post doct oral  Scholars

Al i sa Bierr i a
UC President?s Postdoctoral Fellowship
Self-Defense as Civil Disobedience: Domestic 
Violence,
Survival, and State Punishment
Facult y sponsor: Mel Y. Chen
Appoin tm ent  dates: January to Decem ber 
2018

Alani  Hi ck s- Bart let t
Am erican Associat ion of  Universit y Wom en 
(AAUW) Fellowship
The Cure Gone Awry: Gender, Dis/ ability, and the 
Ailing Empire
Facult y sponsor: Juana Maria Rodriguez
Appoin tm ent  dates:August  2017 to July 2018

Visi t i ng Scholars

Prat i bha Parmar
I ndependent  Fi lm m aker
Visual and Written Feminist Archives and Writings 
on Violence Against the Female Body
Facult y Sponsor: Paola Bacchet ta
Appoin tm ent  dates: Septem ber 2017 to 
August  2018

Veroni ca Sanz
I ndependent  Scholar
Gender, Race and Citizenship in the Bay Area Tech 
Industry
Facult y sponsor: Charis Thom pson
Appoin tm ent  dates: May to Decem ber 2017

Visi t i ng St udent  Researchers

Cint i a Cruz
PhD Candidate and Researcher on Gender, 
Race, and Subaltern it y, Universidade Federal 
doRecôncavo da Bahia, Brazi l
Self-esteem in Brazil and the United States-racial 
identity, class mobility, and affectivity in family 
relationships as important factors for self-esteem 
elevation in black women
Facult y Sponsor: Juana Maria Rodriguez
Appoin tm ent  dates: August  2016 to August  
2017

M i ri am Klemm
PhD candidate, Departm ent  of  Sociology
DFG Graduate School "I nnovat ion Society 
Today" in  Ber lin
Overshadowed by the Pill ? The Development of 
Male Contraceptive Technology
Facult y sponsor:Charis Thom pson
Appoin tm ent  dates: May to August  2017

20 17- 20 18 Facul t y- sponsored Vi si t ors
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Scholars- i n-  Residence

Nicole Archer
Assistant  Professor in  the History and Theory 
of  Contem porary Art , San Francisco Art  
I nst i tute
A Looming Possibility: Towards a Theory of the 
Textile

Li sa Bloom
Research Associate, Center for the Study of  
Wom en, UCLA
Polar Aesthetics: Art and Climate Change of the 
Polar Regions in the Anthropocene

Lorena M ari sol  Cardenas
Universidad Nacional de Educat ion UNAE, 
Ecuador
Ethnographic Sculptures: narrative alternatives to 
voice

Vivian Chavez
Associate Professor in  Health and Educat ion, 
San Francisco State Universit y
Re-membering the body: feminist pedagogy and 
cultural humility as life/ art process

Theresa Gel ler
Af f i liated Scholar, Beat r ice Bain  Research 
Group
Modes of Entrustment

Brook e Lober
Departm ent  of  Wom en?s and Gender Studies, 
Sonom a State Universit y
Women Against Imperialism Oral History Project

Judy Rohrer
Af f i liated Scholar, Beat r ice Bain  Research 
Group
White Lives: Made to Matter

Af f i l i at ed Scholars

Deborah  Al t am i rano
Associate Professor of  Anthropology
State Universit y of  New York, Plat tburgh
Navigating Austerity: Women Migrant 
Care-Workers & the (Un)der/ Employed in 
Contemporary Greece
Appoin tm ent  dates: January to June 2018

Carol i na Fernandez Rodri guez
Professor of  Am erican Literatures and 
Cultures
Universit y of  Oviedo, Spain
Public and Private Education Systems in the U.S.: 
the extent to which they integrate or fail to 
integrate children from different ethnic groups
Appoin tm ent  dates: July 1 to August  31, 2017

Chau Hoi  Shuen Scholars- i n-  Residence

Qin Li
Lecturer, Departm ent  of  Public 
Adm in ist rat ion, School of  Poli t ical Science, 
Wuhan Universit y
The Ongoing Public Discursive Construction
of Sexual Violence in Contemporary Mainland 
China
Appoin tm ent  dates: February to Apr i l 2018

Fang Qin
Associate Professor, College of  History
Capital Norm al Universit y
Why is ?Sanbuqu? Forgotten? Divorce, Gender, and 
Memory Making in Modern China
Appoin tm ent  dates: August  2017 to May 2018

20 17- 20 18 Beat r i ce Bain Research  Group Scholars
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GENDER & WOMEN'S STUDIES
608 Barrows Hall

Berkeley, CA 94720-1070

           gws.berkeley.edu

     gwsa@berkeley.edu

Support  Gender &  Women's St ud ies

Your donat ion could m ake it  possib le for a student  to at tend a conference to 
present  their  work, to cover t ransportat ion costs for an undergraduate 

in tern ing at  a local non-prof i t  agency, or to help br ing a fem in ist  scholar 
f rom  the Global South to cam pus to speak to our students. Even sm all 

cont r ibut ions will help support  our sm all but  vibrant  departm ent .

To give, visit  'Support  Us'  on the GWS website. Contact  the departm ent  Chair  
to discuss possib i li t ies for a m ajor gif t : lcnelson@berkeley.edu.

Many thanks to Patrick Johnson and Gillian Edgelow for producing this newsletter
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